CHAPTER VI
LATER OFFICIAL LIFE AND  RETIREMENT

With his leturn from leave in 1893 began the last
phase of Romesh Dutt's official career. He was initially
posted to Burdwan as District Officer, but in April 1894
a vacancy arose and Romesh Dutt was appointed to offi-
ciate as Commissioner of Burdwan Division. This was
the first time that an Indian was appointed to this high post,
and according to his biographer, J. N. Gupta, approval of
India Office had to be obtained to the appointment. The
appointment did not, however, pass unchallenged, and the
Anglo-Indian journal, the Englishman, wrote sarcastically
about European Civilians being "placed in subordination
to the first Native Commissioner in India." The "experi-
ment", as it was then regarded, nevertheless produced no
unpleasant consequences, and the European civilians ac-
cepted the "subordination" without a murmur, though in
fact one of them was senior to Romesh Dutt in service.

It was at this time, that is, in April 1894, that Bankim
Chuuder, the greatest literary figure of the time in Bengal,
died. Romesh Dutt had been greatly attached to, and to
a large extent influenced in his own literary work by him.
He expressed his gratitude to Bankim Chunder and also
his appreciation of his literary genius in memorial meetings
and in articles contributed by him to literary journals. In
an article contributed to the Encyclopaedia Britannica
Romesh Dutt wrote : "For the last thirty years, Bankim
Chunder has been the inspiring genius of the" Bengali
nation, guiding the national imagination, and shaping their
intellectual and religious aspirations." Bankirn Chunder